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FRIENDS OF AFML ORGANIZED 


Some thirty-five persons attended the dinner meeting on 
riday night, 24 October 1952, at the Willard Hotel, which 
brought into being the new organization called the FRIENDS 
DF THE ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY. Dr. Wilburt C. Davison, 
Mean of Medicine, Duke University, and retiring President of 
he Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
ibrary, Inc. (now in the final stages of court proceedings 
eading to dissolution of the corporation), acted as Chairman. 
Honored guests at the meeting were Brigadier General Elbert 
DeCoursey, Director of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathol- 
bgy, and Mrs. DeCoursey, Rear Admiral Joel T. Boone (Retired), 
edical Director of the Veterans Administration, and Mrs. 
Boone, and Dr. Alan T. Waterman, Director of the National 
Science Foundation, and Mrs. Waterman. 


A Constitution and By-Laws were adopted. Salient 
provisions define the purpose of the FRIENDS as being "to 
promote knowledge of, and interest in, the functions, 
esources, and services of the Armed Forces Medical Library, 
nd to support programs for its development," and state that 
‘membership in the FRIENDS shall be open to anyone interested 
n the purpose of the FRIENDS, on nomination by a member 
nd approval by the Executive Committee." Meetings are to 
be held annually, and dues were set at two dollars a year. 


Officers elected, each for a two-year term, were 
Dr, Henry R. Viets, Chairman, Dr. Robert M. Stecher, Secretary- 
treasurer, and Dr. Edward H. Cushing, Dr. E. B., Krumbhaar, 
nd Dr. Atherton Seidell, Executive Committee Members. 


The newly-elected Chairman, Dr. Viets, made a speech 
pf acceptance in which he enlarged on the nature and pur- 
pose of the organization, He indicated that the FRIENDS 
ould continue the sponsorship of the AFML NEWS, previously 

by the Honorary Consultants, and would en- 
as occasion 





inting cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers offered a fey 
remarks on interlibrary cooperation and relationships gen- 
erally. The program was concluded by an impromptu ceremony 
honoring Mr. James Ballard on the occasion of his completing 
sixty years of service in medical librarianship since the 
October day in 1892 when he first joined the staff of the 
Boston Medical Library. 


It is hoped that many prospective members for the new 
organization will now come forward. All interested persons 
are advised to write to the Secretary-Treasurer, FRIENDS OF 
THE AFML, Armed Forces Medical Library, Washington 25, D.C, 


ADVISORY GROUP MEETS 


The first meeting of the AFML Advisory Group was held 
at the Library, on Friday, 10 October 1952. Those present 
were Dr. Wilburt C. Davison, Colonel Clement F. St. John, 
Dr. Basil G. Bibby, Captain Wilbur E. Kellum, Dr. Richard H, 
Shryock, Miss Janet Doe, Colonel Fratis L. Duff, and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Frank B, Rogers. Absent was Dr. Karl F, 
Meyer, due to a commitment to speak at the dedication of a 
new laboratory at the University of California. 


The Group discussed briefly its responsibilities and 
methods of operation. It then reviewed a statistical summary 
of Library operations for the fiscal year 1952, as submitted 
by the Director. There was discussion of space needs and 
status of new building plans. Colonel Rogers described ten- 
tative plans for a program for the preservation of medical 
documentary films, and this was generally favorably received. 


After lunching, the Group turned its attention to the 
problem of the provision of adequate basic legislation which 
would define clearly the responsibilities of the Library. 
Before the meeting adjourned at 4:30, aspects of the 
Library's publication program were reviewed. 


The next meeting of the Group is scheduled for 16 Jan- 
uary 1953. From evidence offered by the first meeting, it 


seems clear that the Advisory Group mechanism will strengthen 
Library management considerably. 
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EXHIBITS 


The November exhibit, prepared by Mrs. Elizabeth Mar- 
tinsen of the Reference Division, will show books in the 
Library's collection which demonstrate the use of stereos- 
copy in medical illustration. Several months ago a request 
for information on this subject was received, «*" such 
interesting items were discovered in filling it that it was 
decided to make further use of the material in this way. 


The Library's September exhibit, prepared by Mr. Charles 
Roos, On materials pertaining to physicians to Presidents 
of the United States, has attracted much interest. At the 
request of the Executive Secretary of the District of 
Columbia Medical Society, it was shown at _ the Society's 
Annual Meeting, 29 and 30 September and 1 October 1952. 
The Curator of the Medical Museum, Armed Forces Institute 
of Pathology, has reyuested that it also be shown at the 
Institute next January. 


PHOTODUPLICATION INCREASE 


The Library's photoduplication activities hit a new 
high in September, when 9,800 orders were received. This is 
a 67% increase over September 1951, and a 170% increase over 
the same month in 1950. This poses large problems of man- 
agement. During the past year refinement of procedures has 
almost doubled the work performance of the PD staff. At the 
present time a move is being completed which will bring a 
segment of the staff from temporary quarters across' the 
street and permit the entire PD Section to be housed together 
in the main building, which in turn will allow the placement 
of personnel and equipment in a physical arrangement more 
conducive to productivity. Thoughtalso is being given to 
the design of a new piece of equipment which, when procured 
and installed, may be expected to make some contribution to 
greater efficiency. Except for these possibilities it is 
unlikely that further improvements in methods would provide 
sufficient man-hours to handle the increased workload. We 
are at or past the saturation point. Alternatives seem to 
be increasing personnel, limiting orders, or decreasing 
emphasis on editing completed runs. In any event, without 
additional equipment the only way we can continue to handle 
such a load is to put on a night shift. 
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DIRECTOR'S SCHEDULE 


On 15 and 16 October Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogerg 
visited the History of Medicine Division in Cleveland, ahd 
discussed various matters of business with Dr. W. J. Wilson, 
Chief of the Division. On 17 October Colonel Rogers ad- 
dressed a meeting of the Midwest Regional Group of the Med+ 
ical Library Association at the Lilly Research Laboratories 
in Indianapolis. 


On 27 October Colonel Rogers addressed the annual meet- 
ing of the Society of United States Medical Consultants ip 
World War II, at the Sternberg AUditorium, Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center. At the business meeting later, the Society 
passed a resolution in support of the general program of the 
Library. 


On 17 November Colonel Rogers will give a paper at the 
annual convention of the Association of Military Surgeons 
of the United States, meeting in Washington, and on 
18 November he will journey to Philadelphia to speak be- 
fore another regional group meeting of the Medical Library 
Association. 


NEW ARTICLES OF INTEREST 


An interesting editorial on the Armed Forces Medical 
Library appears in the New England Journal of Medicine for 
1l September 1952. nck 





The second half of Dr. Claudius F. Mayer's paper on 
"Sextuplets and Higher Multiparous Births" was published 
in the September issue of Acta Geneticae Medicae et 
Gemellologiae. The entire article also has been issued as 
a separate reprint of 53 pages. 








SUBSCRIPTION RATE CLML 


The Library has been notified by the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, that effective imme- 
diately the subscription rate of the Current List of Medical 
Literature will be $12 per year domestic, $3.50 additional 
for foreign mailing. The price of individual issues will 
vary. 











